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4.54 billionyears ago Earth formed around

2.6 million years ago Ice Age

11700 BCE

80002000 BCE Mesopotamia Mesopotamia

3rd MillenniumBCE Sumerian Hymns, codes, instructions and laments

3rd MillenniumBCE Egyptian Pyramid and coffin texts in Ancient Egypt, Nort

Africa

20th CentunBCE Sumerian The Epic of Gilg

20th CentunBCE Egyptian iThe Story of Si

18th CentunBCE Babylonian/Akkad
an

16th CentunyBCE Egypt

AENnumanBEHasoandMETr i du (

AEgyptian Book of

16thi 11th CenturyBCE | Indian/Sanskrit ARi gvedabo

11th CenturyBCE Egypt AThe Tal e ofandiwd eBrSd ¢

We namuno

11thi 9th CenturyBCE Sanskrit/Indian AYaj uriveadnaadvaedd Adbhar v 4

11thi 6th CenturyBCE | Avestan/Persian i Av e of Zaxoastrianism

9th CenturyBCE A Ch i mgnoaal of divination China

9thi 7th CenturyBCE Sanskrit/Indian i Br a h memadithesearly Upani s h

9thi 6th CenturyBCE Hebrew

Older parts of thé Ol d T e sfthafmRink
includingthei Tor ah o

8th CenturyBCE Epicpoemsi T h e laridii & ld &

Od y s skHpmer and other Trojan War epic
poems

Didactic poetry oHesiod, includingfi Th e o g

8th CenturyBCE Greek

8th CenturyBCE Sanskrit/Indian i Ma h a b hoBViyasa a 0
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7thi 6th CenturyBCE

Greek

Lyric poems ofSappho

6th CenturyBCE

Greek

i Fab bfdesdp

6thi 5th CenturyBCE

Chinese

AFour & CGanfkcsus

5th CenturyBCE

Greek

Lyric poems and odes &findar

5th CenturyBCE

Greek

Tragic plays ofAeschylus includingfi T h e
Orestandidbe Persia

5th
CenturyBCE

Greek

Tragic plays ofSophocles
includingii Ant i quali
Oedi pus th

5th CenturyBCE

Tragic plays oEuripides,
includingi Me d giaTcthe Tr o] 4
Wo me aniii The Baccha

5thi 4th CenturyBCE

Comic plays ofAristophanesincludingfi T h e
WaspBlby si sandiial'thaeo Fr o

4th CenturyBCE

Sanskrit/Indian

i Ra ma yohValmiki

4th 3rd CenturyBCE

Greek

Comic plays oMenander

3rd CenturyBCE

Greek

Epic poetry ofApollonius of Rhodesincluding The
Argonautica

2nd CentunBCE

Latin/Roman

Comic plays of Plautus and Terence

1st CenturyBCE

Latin/Roman

Lyric and elegiac poetry @fatullus

1st CenturyBCE

Latin/Roman

Epic and didactic poetry &fergil, includingit T h
Aenei do

1st CenturyBCE

Latin/Roman

Lyric poetry and satires ¢dorace

1st CenturyBCET 1st
CenturyCE

Latin/Roman

Didactic, elegiac and epic poetry ©fid,
includingh Met amor phose

1st CentunyCE

Latin/Roman

Tragic plays and satires 8eneca the Younger

1st CentunyCE

Latin/Roman

Epic poetry ofLucan

1sti 2nd CentunyCE

Latin/Roman

Satires ofJuvenal

1sti 2nd CentunyCE

Latin/Roman

Letters ofPliny the Younger

1sti 2nd CenturyCE

Greek

New Testament of the Christi@nBi b | e (

7th CenturyCE

o0l
English/Angle
Saxon

AfCaedmonds Hymn

7th CenturyCE

Arabic

Traditional date for Islamié Qu r 6 a n

8th CenturyCE

Anglo-Saxon

Epic poem
AfBeowul f o
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Classical Greek Theban Plays
Oedipus Rex, Oedipus King
Sophocles
Date Premiered: 429 BC
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Classical Greek Theban Plays
Oedipus at Colonus

Sophocles
Date Premiered: 401 BC
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Classical Greek Theban Plays

Antigone

Sophocles
Date Premiered: 441 BC
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