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The Colonial and Early Nationzg (17thcentury to 183

The Romantic period (1830 to 1870)
Realism and Naturalism (1870 to 1910)

The Modernist period (1910 to 1945)

The Contemporary period (1945 to present
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Key Authors of the Romantic period:
Washington Irving:
"The Devil and Tom Walker"
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William Cullen Bryant:
"Thanatopsis"

Nathaniel Hawthorne:

"The Minister's Black Veil", The Scarlet Letter
Edgar Allan Poe:
"The Raven", "The Fall of the House of Usher", "The Tell-Tale Heart"
Herman Melville:
Moby-Dick

Oliver Wendell Holmes:
"Old Ironsides”

Amos Bronson Alcott:

"The Forester" and "Thoreau"
Ralph Waldo Emerson:
"Nature", "Self-Reliance", "Concord Hymn"
Henry David Thoreau:
"Walden", "Civil Disobedience"
Emily Dickinson:
"Because | Could not Stop for Death", "I Heard a Fly Buzz--When | Died", and
other poetry
Walt Whitman:
"Leaves of Grass", "Song of Myself"
Harriet Beecher Stowe:
Uncle Tom’s Cabin
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lllustration from the 1853 version of Uncle Tom's Cabin depicting
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Adultery
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Reverend Mr. John Wilson
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