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The Medieval Period 455 CE-1485 CE

450-1066 A.D.

Old English (O.E) or
Anglo-Saxon Period

Beowulf

1066-1500 A.D.

Middle English Period

Piers Plowman

1392
The Canterbury Tales
Geoffrey Chaucer

1350-1400 A.D.

The Age of Chaucer

The Canterbury Tales

The Renaissance / Reformation 1485-1660

1485-1558

Early Tudor Period

Martin Luther, Edmund
Spenser

1558-1603 A.D.

The Elizabethan Age

Early works of
Shakespeare, Marlowe,
Kyd, and Sidney.

1603-1625 A.D.

The Jacobean Age

Shakespeare's later
work include Aemilia
Lanyer, Ben Jonson,
and John Donne.

1625-1649 A.D.

The Caroline Age

John Milton, George
Herbert, Robert
Herrick, the "Sons of
Ben" and others wrote
during the reign of
Charles I and his
Cavaliers.

1667
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Paradise Lost
John Milton

1649-1660 A.D.

The Commonwealth
Age/ Puritan Age / Age
of Milton

Under Cromwell's
Puritan dictatorship,
John Milton continued
to write, but we also
find writers like
Andrew Marvell and Sir
Thomas Browne.

The Enlightenment/ Neo-classical Period

1660-1/85 A.D.

1660-1700 A.D.

The Restoration Period
or The Age of Dryden

John Dryden, John

Locke, Sir William

Temple, and Samuel
Pepys, and Aphra Behn

Alexander Pope
The Rape of the Lock
1712

1726
Gulliver's Travels
Dr. Jonathan Swift

1700-1750 A.D.

The Augustan Age /
Classic Age / Age of
Pope

Addison, Steele, Swift,
and Alexander Pope

1750-1790

The Age of Johnson

1745-1783 A.D.

The Age of Sensibility

1740-1800 A.D.

The Age of Transition

Dr. Samuel Johnson,
Boswell, and Edward
Gibbon who represent
the Neoclassical
tendencies, while
writers like Robert
Burns, Thomas Gray,
Cowper, and Crabbe
show movement away
from the Neoclassical
ideal.

1820
Prometheus Unbound

Lyrical drama by Percy Bysshe Shelle
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1785-1830 A.D. or The Romantic Period Coleridge, Blake,
1800-1850 A.D. Keats, and Shelley

Jane Austen, Sir Walter
1811 - 1820 Regency era Scott, Susan Ferrier,
and Maria Edgeworth

Radcliffe, "Monk"
Lewis, and Victorians
like Bram Stoker in
Britain. In America,
Gothic writers include
Poe and Hawthorne.

George Eliot, Elizabeth
Browning, Alfred Lord
Tennyson, Matthew

1832-1901 A.D. The Victorian Period Arnold, Robert
Browning, Charles
Dickens, and the Bronté
sisters.

1790-1890 Gothic writings

1849
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